CANDHIJI'S CONTRIBUTION
lies in the growth of the Soul, then we must recall the
ethical implication of Ahimsa for the individual.
Says Gandhiji:
The very first step in non-violence is that we culti-
vate in our daily life, as between ourselves, truthful-
ness, humility, tolerance, loving-kindness.
And he warns us: 'This we cannot do unless we are
very wakeful, ever vigilant, ever striving/
He strove for the metamorphosis of selfishness, rivalry
and cruelty into mutual forbearance and fraternal co-
operation and by so doing Gandhiji proved himself a true
reformer, one in a long chain of Sages and Saints, prophets
and devotees, major or minor it does not matter, who all
lived and laboured for the elevation of the human race.
Gandhiji's life of service spread its own light 'amid th'
encircling gloom' and who can doubt to-day that we stand
before a solemn choice, either to continue in the way of
the flesh, deepening the conflict within each one of us and
among us all with its grave dangers of increasing reliance
upon violence, or to strive for the purification of lust and
egotism and thereby establish more friendly relations
among people and ultimately gain that Wisdom from
above, the Culture of the Spirit 'full of mercy and good
fruits, without wrangling or partiality and without
hypocrisy?'
Gandhiji's highest contribution is his pointing to the
way of the Spirit, For those satisfied with strife and envy,
violence and confusion, with that wisdom which James
designates as earthly, sensual and devilish, Gandhiji's teach-
ing holds no inspiration. He is not 'conformed to this
world' but calls for the transformation of this world into
one where Justice, Kindness and Love will reign paramount
and selfishness, indifference and brutality will have dis-
appeared. His call is to the kingdom of heaven:
I have no desire for the perishable kingdom of earth,
I am striving for the kingdom of heaven, which is
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